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SUMMER CHORES 
 
 
Oh my gosh, summer is 
slipping away quickly. 
Seems like I was just 
planting Pansies for 
Spring, and now my 
yard is full of Sunflow-

ers, Coneflowers, Butter-
fly  Bushes, and Marigolds and so 
much more.   
 
 I cut down my 6 foot tall Holly-
hocks two weeks ago, harvested 
the seeds for next year and they 
are already over 18 inches high, 
brushy and should produce anoth-

er won-
derful 
show of 
flowers 
in late 
Septem-

ber or early October.    
 
Hoping that my Mexican Hat wild-
flowers will be ready to harvest 
seeds before this months meet-
ing.  If they do, I will bring some 
to share.  
 

 
These next few 
weeks I find is the 
best time to divide 
my Iris's and Lilly's.  
Want to replant 
them in the ground 
and give them plen-
ty of time to develop new roots 
for the winter.  
 
If any of you have any empty 1 
gallon plant containers and need 
to get rid of them, please keep 
me in mind.   I am in the process 
of repotting Iris for next years 
sale at Mortimers.   Donated over 
300 Iris this year and my goal is 
400 for this coming year.   Pro-
ceeds go to educating children 
and adult on Iris Culture.  
 
Anyone have extra fruit on your 
trees that you do not plan on 
canning or eating? Don't forget 
our local food banks!  
Hope you all are enjoying this 
wonderful summer we are hav-
ing. 
 
 

Hˉp˞ʦ Gˉrɩˏ˚˔nʐ,  
Deɩʍ 

 

Message from President Dede  

STUFF YOU SHOULD KNOW  . . . . . . 

§ NOT ABLE TO ATTEND A MEETING?ñ Just call or email Sheron Vandetti for an excused absence ñ 776-0662 or 
sav16230@q.com.  

 

§ MEETING LOCATION REMINDER ñ Remember, the monthly meetings are now held at Yavapai Title, 1235 E. Gurley 
Street, Prescott  



CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 1:32 PM, at Yavapai 
Title.  
ROLL CALL 
Kathy Madeda gave the roll call.  Today õs question was, 
óWhatõs your favorite English Garden flower?ó.  There 
were 31 members in attendance, and 5 guests.  
Sheron Vandetti welcomed our guests, and two reinstat-
ed AVGC members:  Barbara Thomasson, and Carol 
Haack.  We also welcomed a new member:  Robin 
Borrack. 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 
  Anita Zytkowski  
 Chris Robinson 
 Sandy Irwin 
 Nicki Elms 
 
MINUTES 
Corrections to the minutes:  none.  The minutes were 
approved as printed.  
TREASURERõS REPORT 
Nicki Elms shared that the club has an outstanding bal-
ance of $8,503.74.  Income was $581.50 (including mem-
bership dues, the purse auction, Debbie Mathernõs tea 
cup sales, glove sales and 50/50), for a subtotal of 
$9,085.24. Total expenses were $675.84.  There is 
$5,352.64 in our savings account (with interest), for total 
assets of $13,762.04. 
 
Nicki Elms noted Yavapai Title will allow use of their 
meeting room if we make a donation to the Yavapai Food 
Bank.  
50/50 RAFFLE 
Forty dollars was collected; Ruth Lysak won $20. 
PRESIDENTõS REPORT 
Results of Survey - DeDe gave a brief overview of the 

survey results; overall everyone is happy with our 
club.  The three things that stood out was to have 
more fun, have more education, and learn more 
about flowers.  

Facebook - It was suggested the club set up a Facebook 
group page, for club use only.  It can be used for 
posting gardening questions, pictures, recipes, etc.  
We will set up an email account that will be used just 
for AVGC that will be tied to the Facebook group. 
DeDe and June Wharam will work together on setting 
up the new email and Facebook accounts.  

  
Appreciation Certificates - Anita Zytkowski suggested 

the club show our appreciation to speakers, and oth-
ers, by giving out tickets to our Garden Tour, which 
would be no cost to the club.  The year prior to our 
Garden Tour, weõll do something else nice (TBD).   It 
hasnõt been decided yet who will be the administra-
tor.  
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DeDe Erceg shared Pacific Region certificates an-
nounced at last monthõs meeting, including a $200 
check for the Forestry Fire brochure.  
 
The club received an iron commemorative plaque 
for ôBest Noncommercial Motorized Floatõ in the 
Prescott Frontier Days Parade.  Julie Lessard asked 
the club for ideas on how to frame the plaque.  Ju-
lie mentioned they had so much fun this year, they 
are already thinking of ideas for the 2017 float (we 
will skip 2016 because of the AVGC Garden Tour).   
 
DeDe Erceg announced the Arizona Federation of 
Garden Clubs gave Kathy Madeda a lifetime mem-
bership. 

 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - Toni Ristich was unable 
to attend todayõs meeting and will give her report at 
next monthõs meeting.  Chris Robinson sent a thank you 
card to Mortimerõs Nursery for the plants for the parade 
float.    
 
CHAIR REPORTS 
Conservation Tip - Pat Moomey showed some examples 

of containers to use for seed storage.  She also shared 
a picture of a plastic bottle with holes, that can be 
used to keep coconut fiber hanging baskets moist.   
 
The flower this month:  dahlia.  Pat shared that the 
dahlia suggests the instability of perfect beauty; and 
some dahlias bear flowers more than a foot across.  In 
some northern gardens they often would not survive, 
so the English flower code books called the dahlia 
fickle.  The tuber of the dahlia is sweet, and eaten as 
a treat.   
Pat also handed out a paper, òWhatõs Wrong With 
Plasticó which explains the coding of plastics, and 
describes the health risks of some plastics.  
 

AVGC Garden Tour - DeDe reiterated the only fund rais-
er we have to participate in is the Garden Tour, 
which will be June 18 -19, 2016.  Everyone is asked to 
help.  

 
Gardeners Day Out - It was agreed the August 15th Cork 
and Canvas Gardenerõs Day Out would be cancelled.  
Members requested it be rescheduled for January, 
2016.  Please email June Wharam with questions.  

 
Renie Collier read a note by Anita Zytkowski, who 
couldnõt attend the meeting.  She gave her impres-
sions of the Victorian Garden Tour on Mt. Vernon 
Street.  Twenty -three members and guests attended.  

 

    Continued on page 4  
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HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO . . .  
 
      11 ñ Helen Boland  
      15 ñ Debbie Cavarretta  
      30 ñ Lucile Hurst  

("3%&/&34z %": 065 d July  

Mt. Vernon street tour  
Contributed by Renie Collier  

The Woodward's welcomed us to a step back in time dressed in traditional attire from 
the 1800's. Ron was handsome in a top hat and waistcoat. Linda a fashionable dress 
and hat from that period.  It was  a perfect morning to take a stroll 
down Mount Vernon Street.  
 
In order for a house to be considered "Victorian" it must have been 
built during the life time of Queen Victoria, and not a certain style 
that we all thought was a two story house with a gabled roof.  
Ron our tour guide handed out booklets with photographs of some of 
the early inhabitants and we followed him down the street stopping at 

each Victorian house while he gave us the background of the people who first lived in this 
first, affluent neighborhood of Prescott. The banker, merchant, dentist businessmen, etc. 
There were streetcars at that time that you could ride into town.  
 
We heard some fascinating stories of the people, that have been carefully documented by 
Sharlot Hall Museum archivists.  We found out that Gail Gardner was born and raised in the large White 
House on the N.E. Corner of Mount Vernon & Gurley Street, and the hilarious story of how he wrote his most 
famous poem "Tying the knots in the Devils Tail". Did you know that there were once as many as 40 saloons 
on Whiskey Row?   
 
The Woodward's provided refreshments similar to the fare the refined ladies of that period would serve at a 
garden party complete with silver coffee and tea service, cookies and fresh fruit on a lovely white table-
cloth.  It was a beautiful charming walk through history for the 23 members and guests. We are so fortunate 
to have our Garden of the Month chairman Ann Schoen, who generously brought Ron's offer to the Gardeners 
Day Out committee and introduced us to these wonderful people who are so generous with their time.  

CLUB MEMBER CONTACT INORMATION UPDATE:  
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER:    WELCOME BACK: 
 
Robin Borok       Barbara Thomasson 
406 Downer Trail     910 W. Gurley, #45A, Prescott, AZ   86305 
Prescott, AZ   86305    (520) 722-9080 
(928) 277-1879     tbarbtom@yahoo.com 
twoaterra@aol.com 
       Carol Haack 
       2063 W. Thumb Butte Rd, Prescott, AZ  86305 
       (928) 277-7373 
       verbatim063@yahoo.com 
        

4ÈÅ 7ÏÏÄ×ÁÒÄȭÓ ÉÎ ΧήΦΦÓ 
ÁÔÔÉÒÅ 

#ÌÕÂ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎ ΨΧÓÔ 
ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÁÔÔÉÒÅ 



 

 

 

WHATõS NEXT . . . .Schedule of Events 

 
August 12 7:00 AM  Jayõs Bird Barn ñ Bird Walk, Lower Oak Creek, Sedona 
August 15 9:30 AM  Watters Garden Center ñ òWestern Natives & Water-wise 
     Landscapingó 
August 21 5:30 PM  Highlands Center ñ òBug-A-Boo Blissó 
August 22 9:30 AM  Watters Garden Center ñ òHarvest Vegetables & Herbs thru 
     Winteró 
 
August 25 1:00 PM  Alta Vista Garden Club Meeting  
     Yavapai Title, 1235 E. Gurley Street, Prescott  
     Program ñ Making Pesto presented by Renie Collier 
 
Sept. 11, 12 7:00 AM  Highlands Center ñ First Annual Highlands Nature Festival 
 
Sept. 16 10:00 AM  Gardenersõ Day Out ñ Nature Walk & Talk at the Highlands  
     Center, includes docent -guided nature walk.  Lunch to follow.  
     To sign up, call Anita at (928)443 -0464 or cell (602)295-5902 
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Minutes ñ Continued from Page 2  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Diane Murphy announced that there will be a 

presentation at Watters Garden Center about 
the stages of a Monarch butterflyõs life, and how 
to grow milkweed.  This will be presented by 
Fiona Reid and Gail Morris, this Saturday, from 
9:30-10:30.  They will also have milkweed for 
sale.  

 
DeDe Erceg mentioned the Hummingbird Festival, 

in Sedona, is also this weekend.   
 
Julie Lessard noted the survey results showed 

most members chose not to have refreshments 
at meetings.  However, we will leave it open if 
someone wants to bring refreshments during a 
holiday, or special occasion.  If you wish to bring 
refreshments, please contact Julie, to avoid du-
plication.  

 
There are still garden gloves for sale; please con-

tact Diane Murphy.   
 
If there are any misprints in the yearbook, or your 

contact information has changed, please contact 
Dianne Moyer.  

 

Anna Bess Robinson want-
ed to thank whoever do-
nated tiger lillies a few 
years ago.  This year 
they are gorgeous, and about 5 ft tall.  

 
Chris Robinson is putting together a photo album 

of the AVGC parade float.  If you have any pic-
tures to share, please let her know.   

 
Mary Ann Mira volunteered to work with Frances 
Martinez to get photos of some of the clubõs past 
history to post on the new Facebook group page.  

 
Renie Collier thanked Debbie Cavarretta and her 

husband for loaning the club their truck and 
trailer for the AVGC parade float.   

  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted  
June Wharam, AVGC Recording Secretary 
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A Whimsical Santa Fe Garden  

 

The Alta Vista Garden Club has selected Martha Porter's home at 837 

Country Club Drive garden, as Garden of the Month for August.  Mar-

tha who prefers to go by Marti moved to her property in 2002.  From 

the original pictures you can see her home had a circular driveway, 

three large trees in the island and no gardens to speak of.  

But she had a vision of how she wanted to 

change the front of her home.  Marti has always enjoyed the Santa Fe 

style and her home's exterior lent itself beautifully to that look.  From 

the pictures you can see Marti first tried building a courtyard out front 

using stucco wall sections and stamped metal sheets she picked up 

at Kuhles Salvage.  

After completion of this she decided she really wanted a more open 

look to invite people in and not keep them out.  So she rolled up her sleeves and along with a fami-

ly friendôs 13-year-old son began doing the work.  In her past Marti had taught Industrial Arts to 

Middle School children.  After asking many questions of others she and the 13 years old began re-

placing the concrete sections with Ocotillo Cactus and La Tia Stick to create a more open feel.  

She used a circular saw to score the log posts and slide the stamped metal sheets into position.  

As Marti said the circular saw wasn't the perfect tool for the job but it was what she had so she 

made it work.   In 2006 Marti hired someone to bring in the railroad ties to lay down for the center 

of the courtyard flooring. 

To create her garden beds Marti attended Watters Saturday morning classes to learn about peren-

nial plants.  Marti asked lots of questions to learn what would grow 

well in her Prescott garden.  Her gardens change seasonally with Iris 

and Poppies in the spring, to Coreopsis and Day Lilies in summer.  In 

her backyard she filled in an old unwanted water feature and tiered 

the back with walkways and stonewalls.  Over the years she has 

continued to collect and add more rustic art pieces to her garden cre-

ating a fun Santa Fe style.  Marti has done the majority of the work 

herself which has helped to keep her in great shape during retire-

ment. 

 

 

GARDEN OF THE MONTH ñ AUGUST 
Contributed by  Cheryl Booth and Debbie Cavarretta  
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The Two-tailed Swallowtail (Papilio multicaudata) 
 by Mary Ann Mira 

 
 
Nothing makes me happier than to see birds, butterflies, and bees 
enjoying my garden.  At this time of year, a beautiful visitor is the 
Two-tailed Swallowtail.  You can see one in this picture, sipping 
nectar from the Lantana in my backyard.  This large yellow and 
black striped butterfly is truly a gift from nature. It has two tails 
and beautiful blue markings scaling across the hind wings. In 2001, 
the Two-tailed Swallowtail made its way into history as it officially 
became the State Butterfly of Arizona!  

It is a large butterfly with a wingspan of 3 -5 inches and is found only west of the Mississippi 
in North America in canyon lands, foothills, valleys, woodlands, and gardens from southwest-
ern Canada through the western half of the U.S. and into Mexico. It is often confused with 

the Tiger Swallowtail, which lives in the eastern part of the U.S.  
 
The caterpillar (larvae) of the Two -tailed Swallowtail is light green and 
marked near the head with four yellow dots and two yellowish eyespots 
with blue centers. The "neck" of the caterpillar is banded with black and 
yellow, and the body has several rows of tiny blue dots. The caterpillar 
turns brownish or reddish just prior to pupation. Caterpillars feed on the 
leaves of a host plant which can be chokecherry, bitter cherry, Arizona 
rosewood, single-leaf ash, hoptree, and Arizona sycamore.  The adults drink 
flower nectar.  
 

Like other striped swallowtails, the Two -tailed Swallowtail it has a 
small orange eyespot near the lower angle of each 
hindwing; the eyespots can fool predators into attack-
ing the rear of the butterfly instead of the head, giving 
the butterfly a chance to escape. As is the case with 
most swallowtails, females are larger and more brightly 
colored than males.  
 
Adults fly during spring and summer and there is one 
brood. Females lay eggs singly on the host plant. The caterpillar will fold the 
host plants leaves and tie them together with silk they will then eat from this 
structure. The pupae will over winter then emerge in May.  
 

Iõm sure youõve seen this lovely butterfly gracefully floating around your neighborhood as 
well.  Enjoy them while theyõre here! 

Two-tailed Swallowtail on Lantana  

Swallowtail Larvae  

Single Egg 

Two-tailed Swallowtail  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pupae

